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EpDITrToR 


David Starr Jordan on Vivisection. 


The greatest scientific achievement 

of the last century centers in the dis- 
covery that all putrefaction, fermenta- 
tion and decay in organic substances, 
as well as all infectious diseases, re- 
sult from the presence and growth in 
tissues of minute animals or plants. 
We are able, through our knowledge 
of microbes, to fight them and ulti- 
mately to exterminate the most dan- 
gerous. This is accomplished mainly 
in four ways. 
_ First, to keep microbes from spread- 
ing by segregation of individuals in- 
fected, with their destruction in case 
of lower animals or plants. 

Second, by the use of substances as 


quinine and salvarsan, poisonous to. 


the microbe, but not dangerous to 
man. 
Third, to weaken by vaccination 


robes, which will give immunity with 


ing substances which prevent the 
same species from growing again in 
the same tissues. | 

Fourth, to inject directly a serum 
left by previous microbes, 
serves to make the tissues immune 
against further attacks of the same 
species. | 

In develoning these remedies, which 


have already added upwards ‘of. ten. 


years to the life of the average person, 
investigators must be free to. experi- 
ment with certain of the lower ani- 


mals, With the use of anaesthetics instructing the well in the laws of 


which 


they seldom produce pain, and no sane | 


man cuts up live animals just for fun. 

The attempts to check the advance of 
preventive and curative medicine, of 
which “Initiative Measure No. 28” is a 
sample, arise from bigoted ignorance, 
like that which used to endanger the 
lives of men studying anatomy and 
physiology. All efforts to muzzle science 
or to check the beneficent action of pub- 
lic health work should be resisted. — 
Davip STARR JORDAN. 


Doctor to Teacher to Child. 


The above title appears on Dr. Haven 
Emerson’s interesting report of the pub- 
lic health course given at the State 
Teachers’ College in San Francisco last 
summer and which is printed in the 


| health department of The Survey for 


. n, | October 15th, which department is edited 
the introduction of weakened -mic-: 


by Dr. Emerson. Of the summer ses- 


sion, he says: 
little danger, most microbes produc- 


“The State Teachers’ College of San 
Francisco is to be credited with the first 
organized attempt to train the teacher: to 
take her part as a new and powerful 
recruit for team play with the several 
other professions now engaged in the 
project of health development and dis- 
ease prevention. 

In the practice of preventive medicine 
the physician stands chronologically first 
and still chiefly provides the information 
and principles upon which most health 
education depends; then comes the visit- 
ing nurse, not only tending the sick, but 
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health ; the veteriiaiiaas ‘the dentist and 
the pharmacist, each serving in his spe- 
cial sphere, protecting and teaching ; and 
lastly, the medical social worker, that 
new indispensable professional colleague 
of the doctor, and the nurse, whose 
efforts she brings to a fair completeness. 
To these we must add the teacher, who 


already is our first line of defense against 


defects and diseases of those children of 
many households where to be up and 


‘ about is the only test of health. 


We hear much of health literature and | 
public health education—terms often 
used for what is really publicity, propa- | 
ganda, or advertising and radically dif- 


ferent in thoroughness, in intellectual 


honesty and in final results. 


Fundamentally, health can not be 
taught to all the people all the time. 
Few are the groups accessible for educa- 
tion in health. The sick can be ap-| 


‘proached through the feelings of fear and | 


hope—fear of a continuation of invalidism 
and hope in the promise of health. Wage 
earners may often be taught the specific 
hazards of their occupation in the inter- | 
est of continued self-sunnort. But. par- 
ents, and more particularly mothers, are 
always teachable in matters bearing on 
the safety of their children. 3 
can be taught anything which appears to 
them to affect themselves and their play- 
mates, and to them health may be made 


_ a present accomplishment and a desirable | 
goal because of the joy they have in it. 


Yet here, as so often in preventive 
medicine, we tend to use the machinery 
of diagnosis and treatment as if it were 
as suitable also for prevention and edu- | 
cation. The teaching of. health and its } 
protection must begin with childhood 
and be carried out where other subjects 
are taught, and it should be presented by 
those who are trained in the approach 


to children’s minds, the school teachers.” 


Dr. Emerson then reviews the lectures 
given in the series and concludes with 
the following: 

“Whether or not this experimental 
course will be followed by a general in- 
troduction of courses in health promo- 
tion and disease prevention in our teach- 
ers’ colleges it is certain that adminis- 


trative measures applied through public 
or private health agencies cannot be ex- 
pected to accomplish much further re-. 


duction in disease and death until the 
general popular understanding of the 
elementary facts of biology and their ap- 
plication in the. family and the school 


_are persistently trained into the children 


by their teachers and their parents, and 
until the relation of the physician to the 


Children | 


is more that of a 
teacher of health—and less that of a 
doser or teacher of disease.’ 


Newspaper Teaches 


Mothers. 


the editorship of Dr. Adelaide Brown 
of San 
State Board of Health, the San Francisco Call 
is publishing a series of articles ‘upon the sub. 
ject of pre-natal care. Some of these articles 
will be reprinted in this publication in order 
that they may have a wider circulation among 
ore health workers throughout the state. 
he first article of the series follows: 


-Minimum Standards for Pre-natal: Care. 


This title means “What is the least 
that all the forces concerned should do 
to accomplish the best for mother and 
child °”’ 

Pre-natal care is the supervision and 
care of the prospective mother by her 
husband, herself, her nurse and her 
doctor., These.are the four forces con- 
cerned and. each one has definite func- 
tions in guiding to perfect fruition this 
crowning function of womanhood. 

Today our first lesson presents the 
place in the care of the future mother, 
of the complete physical examination. 


Review Health. 


This means a searching review of the 
health of the individual. The heart, 
lungs, kidneys, the condition of the 
digestive organs, teeth, tonsils, thyroid, 
weight and general nutrition should all 
be searchingly reviewed. If deemed 


necessary: a blood test could also be 


‘made. The history of former illnesses 
‘and of nervous tolerance shed light on 


health and are important in planning a 
i healthful regime for a pregnant mother. 


The special examination of the organs 
is made also at this first health review. 

But no-emphasis is too great to give 
to the fact that the future mother should 
know where she stands in general health, 

and her husband and her physician will 


lalso profit by this careful review of the 


bodily condition as a whole. 

The little’ baby and the runabout child 
are stripped and. examined weekly or 
monthly. at some sixteen heals centers 
over the city: 


Examine Pupils. 


The San Francisco school children 
have physical examinations of a more 


limited type. 


Under the City Board. of Health the 
pre-school child was examined, in May 


in the presence of its mother and many 


a future absence from school from de- 


fective teeth and tonsils remedied by 
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the lessons taught the mother at this 
drive. These children thus entered 
school physically fit. 

The high school students, both boys 
and girls, have physical examinations 
preliminary to physical training or mili- 
tary training. 

A young man considers life insurance 
soon after marriage and is put through 


4 rigorous €xamination to secure it. So| 


we would urge for the young woman 
taking on herself the profession of 
motherhood to know as accurately as 
possible where she ‘stands physically, for 
deficiencies in her general health react 
on her personal experience in maternity 


and on ‘the health of her baby.—S. F. 


Calls 


ANTIVIVISECTION PROPA- 
GANDA BY CAMOUFLAGE. 


“In Colorado and California the 
antivivisectionists have initiated ‘bills 
to abolish animal experimentation. 
At the November elections in these 
states the proposal will be decided by 
popular vote. Dr. W. R. Hadwen 
has again come from England to 
denounce in these western states and 
elsewhere the use of the experimental 
method in solving medical problems. 
As possessor of an M.D. degree, and 
as a facile speaker, he may lead 
thoughtless people into believing that 
the medical profession seriously ques- 
tions the value of the method. Dr. 
Hadwen is characterized by~ anti- 
vivisectionists as “a _ distinguished 
physician and surgeon of England, 
whose attainments are of the highest 
order.” Who is Dr. Hadwen, and 
upon what basis. does he presume to 
speak for the medical profession? — 

Dr. Hadwen. was born in 1854, and 
he obtained his M.D. degree from 
St. Andrews in 1897, when he was 43 
years of age. He also writes “J. P.” 
after his name—Justice of the Peace. 
No evidence is forthcoming to indi- 
cate in any way that Dr. Hadwen 
is a ‘“distinguished” physician or 
surgeon, except that he may be said 
to be “distinguished” from the rest of 
the medical profession by the manner 
in which he allows his medical 
degrees to be exploited in the inter- 
ests of an unscientific propaganda, 
thus lending to his bizarre utter- 
ances a weight which they would not 
Otherwise have. Like most faddists 
© does not confine his efforts to the 
advocacy of a single fad; he not only 
is an ardent antivivisectionist, 


antivaccinationist and a. vegetarian, 
but also has been the: proponent of 
movements connected with temper- 


ance, premature burial, and almost 


every agitation. against modern 
science and modern medicine. , His 
‘knowledge may be judged from the 
following quotations: 


**I deny the whole germ theory of disease,” 


“There is no such thing as a typhoid or 
diphtheria germ.” 
“There is not. an atom of truth” in the view 
that germs carry disease. 
/ “JT know nothing whatever that has been 
gained from experimentation on living animals 
that has been of the slightest benefit in the 
amelioration or cure of any human disease.’’ 
“IT am out for the abolition of vivisection 
entirely, root and branch.” 
“The boasted work of 
is all nonsense.”’ : 
“I have no hesitation in calling him 
(Pasteur) the greatest charlatan of the last 
century.’ | 


Pasteur and Lister 


- We repeat: Such views as_ these 
are sufficient to “distinguish” any 
man—certainly in holding such views 
he practically stands alone among 
doctors of medicine. 

The ignorance of the basic facts of 
‘medicine revealed by this opinionated 
gentleman may. be appraised by the 
utterances quoted. It is unfortunate 
that a man so essentially uninformed 
‘on medical science is in a position to 
exploit his medical status so as to 
endanger the lives of his fellow men, 
and even of the dumb creatures which 
he claims to befriend. The members 
of the medical profession should 
make sure that Dr. Hadwen’s true 
position in the medical ranks is gener- 
aHy understood by the public which 
he has tried to influence, and that his 
“opinions” are opposed by _  well- 
founded facts. We assert that Dr. 
Hadwen is not “a _ distinguished 
physician and surgeon”; on the con- 
trary, he stands discredited: both in 
his own country and abroad by those 
whose scientific opinions and attain- 
ments are worth anything.”—Journal of 
the American Medical Association, Octo- 
ber 14, 1922. : 


‘Health and Safety Exposition — 
Coming. 
Health and safety officials in the San 
‘Francisco bay region are engaged in 


| 


preparation for the International Health 


and Safety Exposition to be held in the 
Oakland Municipal Auditorium Novem- 
ber 17th to 26th. All of the larger de- 
partments in the San Francisco bay dis- 
trict will be represented and attractive 
programs in health and safety work will 


‘be presented, 
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Superintendents of Mosquito 
Abatement Districts Meet. 
. Superintendents of mosquito abate- 
ment districts of California mét in their 
annual conference at Redwood City last 
week. Representatives of Matadero, 
Three Cities, Anderson, Oroville, Los 
Molinos, Marin ‘County, Pulgas and 
other districts were present. Many sub- 
jects relating to mosquito control were 
discussed and resolutions pertaining to 
desired legislation were passed. It was 
the consensus of opinion that state as- 
sistance should be given to support mos- 
quito control work in heavily infested 
unorganized territory adjoining districts 
fiow operating. Otherwise, effective 
work in mosquito eradication within the 
districts is almost nullified. Oroville 
was selected as the meeting place for 
the 1923 conference. 


GY 
Western Food and Drug Officials 
Coming. 

Food and drug and dairy officials of 
the western states will meet in San 
Francisco November 14th, 15th and 16th 
for their annual conference. Member- 
ship in the conference consists of federal, 


state and local officials from the Rocky 
Mountain and Pacific Coast states. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORT. 


| Encephalitis. 


| 


 MORBIDITY* | 

Seven cases of smallpox. have been 
reported, 3 from. Inyo County and one 
each from Oakland, San Francisco, San 
Jose and Santa Clara County. 
| 
‘Twenty-nine cases of typhoid have 
been reported, the cases being dis- 
tributed as follows: Colusa 2, Daly City 
1, Dinuba 1, Eldorado Cotunty 1, Glen- 
dale 2, Hawthorne 1, Kings County 1, 
Long Beach 2, Los Angeles County 1, 
Los Angeles 4, Madera 1, Oakland 1, 
Orange County 1, Sacramento 1, San 
Bernardino 1, San Francisco’ 3, San 
Joaquin County -1, Santa’ Ana 1, Santa 
Clara County 1, Tulare County 1, Ven- 
tura County 1. 


Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 
San Francisco reported one case of 
cerebrospinal meningitis. 


Two cases of encephalitis were re- 
ported, one from Los Angeles and one 
from Kings County. 


Typhus Fever. 
Los Angeles reported two cases of 
typhus fever. 


*From reports received to date for last week. 


>a 


1922 1921 
Reperts| Reports 
Di Week ending Week ending for week 
isease ending ending 
Oct. 28 | Oct. a 
Oct. 7 | Oct. 14 | Oct. 21 eg Oct. 8 | Oct. 15 | Oct. 22 | 7S 
Oct. 31 Nov. 2 
Cerebrospinal Meningitis 
38 52 39 28 | 40 45 
| 167 171 220 196 214 230 265 
Dysentery (Bacillary) ---} 1 2 0 | 0 2 24 15 
Epidemic Encephalitis - - a 2 2 0 2 8 |. 2 5 
116 115 136 105 69 87 
| 29 22 18 13 15 25 15 
0 0 0 0 1 0 
12 13 22 11 7 20 
Ya pe 41 51 59 36 38 61 54 
2 2 1 6 6 19 
Scarlet Fever_..------- 97 96 129 123 85 | - 76 117 
6 5 7 60 34 64 
116 104 117 86 90 88 83 
luberculosis- - - % 135 158 136 101 154 199 128 
fey hoid Fever_..-.---- 23 20 29 29 31 26 24 
s33 934| 1,013| 791| 927| 983| 1,055] 1,040 
_ 19991 11-22 5500 | 
CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


~ 


| Tyo 
: 
hi 
&.@ 
AW 
] 
| 
4 
| 
us 
« 
ay 


